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future of architectural development, there is another impor-
tant factor to be taken into account. This is the present-day
status of engineering as an exact science, as opposed to the
method of empirical calculations and rule of thumb which
obtained in the past.

The scientific attitude towards structure, and con-
sequently towards architecture, is a predominant factor in
what is called ' modernism '; in the birth of this attitude,
which has been already touched upon in its application to
the plan problem, lies the root, and the strength, of real
modernity. All important structure to-day is exactly cal-
culated, on the basis of ascertainable facts, with certain
established margins for contingencies. And never before
in the history of architecture have science and aesthetics been
so intimately connected.

Science is to-day governing structure; and consideration
of structure is an integral part of design in nearly every
aspect. The architect must therefore be familiar with
structural possibilities if he is to fulfil what should be one of
his most important roles, namely that of the creative artist
whose skill finds an answer to every problem, even when it
has never been previously stated in exactly similar terms.

Obviously, the contact between the architect and the
technical science of structure must be very close. The
architect should be at least alive to all the possibilities of
structure in its present stage of development; and he must
be sufficiently aware of the trend of progress to judge of the
directions in which it may develop to-morrow. This sug-
gests, at first sight, the training of the architect in part as an
engineer. And many architects, had they the opportunity
to recommence their architectural careers on the basis of
present experience, would doubtless devote a larger section